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Maharashtra State Road Safety Policy

T

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MORTH) has formulated National
Road Safety Policy bringing about a significant reduction in mortality and
morbidity resulting from road accidents at national level.

Keeping the Nationdl Road Safety Policy in view and having regard to the local
conditions prevalent in the State, the Government of Maharashtra hereby frames
the Maharashtra State Road Safety Policy as under-

I Preamble

1)  The Government is deeply concerned about the number of road accidents
involving motor vehicles and resultant injuries and fatalities therefrom in
recent years. The Government recognises that road accidents have now
become a major public health issue, and the victims are mainly the poor and
vulnerable road users. i

2)  The Government recognizes that following are the major factors contributing
to road accidents :-

i) Unskilled Drivers
ii)  Unfit vehicles
iii)  Lack of effective enforcement
iv)  Improper road design
“¥)  Pedestrian behaviour, and ,
vi)  Lack of coordinated efforts to take corrective measures amongst
the concerned Government departments and other agencies.

The Government further recognizes that all the stake holders have joint
responsibility in reducing incidents of road accidents, injuries and fatalities.

3) In the light of the above, the Government, through this Maharashtra State
Road Safety Policy, states its commitment to bring about a significant
reduction in mortality and morbidity resulting from road accidents. .



I1.

iif)

iii)

b

Policx Statements

In order to achieve 4 significant Improvement in road safety, the Transport
Department of Government of Mabharashtra shall act as the Apex Noda]
Agency for unplementation of this policy. In order to ensure effective
implementation of this policy, the Government is committed to :-

Enhance Qualities ang Driving Skills of Motor Vehicle Drivers

make it mandatory even for non-transport vehicleg, This measure wifj help f st
cnsure that the fitness test will be conducted in a transparent and strict
manner, thereby reducing its contribution to road accidents.

Effective on Road Enforcement of Legal Provisiong




la

iv)

recognizes that overloading of goods vehicles, drink and drive, over
speeding and rash and negligent driving contribute to road accidents. In
order to check overload of goods vehicles which lead to road accidents, the
Government has set up modernized border check posts at 9 locations so far
and has plans to complete remaining 13 border check posts by December
2015.

In order to ensure that the instances of drink and drive cases, over speeding
and rash and negligent driving cases are reduced significanily, the

Government proposes to strengthen the enforcement machinery by providing

them with modern equipments, capacity building and support infrastructure.

Proper Road Design and Road Infrastructure

The Government recognizes that improper and faulty road designs and lack
of proper road infrastructure contribute to road accidents.

In recognition thereof the Transport Department shall coordinate the
agencies involved in design, construction and maintenance of road such as
Public Works Department, Local Self Government and Highway Authorities
and take up mandatory periodical inspection of roads and ensure adequacy
of proper road signage and take corrective measures wherever necessary.

The Government shall endeavour to implement Intelligent Transport
Systems (ITS) for achieving safe and efficient transport.

- ..

This measure will help to ensure that the roads are properly designed and
maintained and as per the best standers in this regard provided with proper
road signage, thereby reducing number of road accidents on this count.

Creating Awareness on Road Safety
The Government recognizes that many a times irresponsible road behaviour
of pedestrian also contributes to road accidents. The Government further

recognizes that there is a need to sensitize the pedestrians and other road
users for observing basic road disciplines.



vi)

vii)

In order to ensure that the pedestrians and other road users are properly
trained about observing roads etiquettes, the Government proposes to carry
out sustained campaigns in this regard throughout the State, with the help of
Department of Information and Publicity, Department of Primary Education
and NGOs and shall use Audio, Video, Print and Press Media to spread the
awareness.

The Government also recognizes that the road safety is required to be
instilled and engrained in the minds of school and college going students
who are road users and prospective vehicle drivers. The Government
therefore proposes to make this aspect as a compulsory part of school
syllabus.

Need to Make Coordinated Efforts in Achieving the Aim of Road
Safety Amongst the Concerned Government Departments and Other
Institutions / NGOs

The Government recognizes that road safety involving the driver, vehicle
and other road users is an issue which encompasses everybody from a child
to an aged person. The Government also recognizes that the different
agencies are working, many a times independent of each other in this regard.

The efforts and coordination of agencies such as Public Works Department,
Local Self Government, Highway Authorities, Police, Health Department,
Education Department, NGOs etc. shall be coordinate and synergized by
taking up related activities throughout the year so that a large number of
citizens are benefited.

Providing Emergency Medical Services for Road Accidents

The Government recognizes that providing emergency medical services for
road accident victims, éspecially in the “Golden Hour” is of utmost
importance from the point view of saving life of a road accidents victim.
Recognizing this, the Government has already commissioned State
Emergency Medical Services as part of Natipnal Rural Heaith Mission




i

(NRHM) and has presently 937 ambulances covered by it. The services are
available round the clock and operated through a central control room. As
the response to the service is encouraging, the State intends to increase the
fleet of ambulances as much as possible so as to provide immediate medical
relief to road accidents victims.

viii) Safety of Passengers

The Government shall take direct and indirect measures to ensure safety of
passengers/persons travelling in the vehicles, including those for women and
school going children.

ix) Implementation of Guide Lines and Orders regarding Air and Noise
Pollution.

Effective implementation of guidelines and orders regarding air and noise
pollution issued by Pollution Control Board and Courts and statutory
provisions to ensure compliance with air and noise pollution standards shall
be ensured.

III. Implementation Strategy

In order to effectively implement the State Road Safety Policy, the Government
resolves to :-

i) Strengthen and activate the already set up dedicated apex agency i.e. State
Road Safety Council under the Chairmanship of Minister (Transport).

ii) Enact and enforce a separate legislation titled “Maharashtra Transport Act”.

iii) Establish a “State Road Safety Fund” to finance the road safety initiatives
undertaken under this policy .
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